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Preface

The horticulture sector has witnessed phenomenal growth
in production and productivity during the last two decades.
In India, it is recognized as one of the fastest-growing
sectors. The production has reached 320.9 million tonnes in
2019-20 (2nd revised estimate) as compared to 231 million
tonnes in 2010. India is the second-largest producer of
fruits and vegetables after China in the world. Progressive
urbanization, increased spendable income and awareness
for balanced and nutritious food have contributed towards
increasing demand for horticultural produce. The increasing
demand coupled with higher economic returns per unit
areas has triggered this growth pattern, which has been
largely possible due to the policy environment to support
horticulture both for research and development.

Presently, there is a tremendous scope in the expansion
of horticultural crops in dryland areas and it has vast
potential for changing the scenario of horticulture of the
country. Vast land resources, surplus family labours,
increasing canal irrigated area, developing infrastructure
facility, plenty of solar and wind energy, etc are the strength
of this dry region. The low incidence of diseases and insects
in the region is a good source for the production of seed and
planting materials. There are a number of fruits crops that
can be grown successfully in the dry arid region to achieve
better returns.

This book is an outcome of the lectures contributed
by the learned and eminent Scientists, Senior Scientists,
Principal Scientists/Professors, HODs, Directors who
delivered talk in ICAR sponsored winter school on “Hi-
tech approaches for production and value addition of
horticultural crops in arid and semi-arid regions” organized
by SKRAU, Bikaner from 7-27 November 2019. The authors
gratefully acknowledge their contributions to providing the
latest information in the chapters. The edited book entitled
“Dryland Horticulture: Cultivation and management” has
been written to provide adequate knowledge of topic like
status and scope of dry land horticulture, soil problems of
dryland area, cultivation practices of dry land fruits crops



viz. Ber, aonla, pomegranate, date palm, citrus spp., guava, bael, jamun,
custard apple, ramphal, lasoda, wood apple, kair, pilu, aloe vera etc. The
book also covers tuber crops vegetables and flowering plants of dryland
areas. This book gives comprehensive, latest and update knowledge of
the dryland crops and will guide students for competitive examinations
and postgraduate studies.

Rajendra Singh Rathore
Prof. Raksha Pal Singh
Praveen K. Singh

P. S. Shekhawat
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